HOW TO SURVIVE E ARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMIS IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

Tsunamis for Tourists
I live far from the coast.
why should I care about tsunamis?
Have you ever gone to the beach for the day or for a vacation?
You don’t need to be a coastal resident to be affected by a tsunami.

Don’t let your good sense go on vacation when you do!
Did you know?
• The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami killed over 2,300 people vacationing or on
business trips to Thailand and Sri Lanka.
• A magnitude 8.8 in February 2010 produced a major tsunami along the central
Chilean coast. The earthquake occurred on the last summer holiday weekend.
School evacuation drills and other coastal tsunami education programs reduced
losses for coastal residents. Unfortunately, many inlanders knew little about
tsunamis, and tourist casualties in campgrounds and other vacation spots were
a bitter reminder that everyone who visits the beach needs to know what to do.

Plan to be safe when traveling:
• Always pay attention to your
surroundings. Locate exits in buildings.
Note the location of stairs in multistory
buildings and consider counting the
doors between your room and the exit.
• Ask hotel personnel what plans are in
place in case of an emergency.
• Discuss with your traveling partners
how you might get reconnected in case
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posted. If there are no maps or signs, aim for areas 100 feet above sea level or
two miles inland. If you can’t make it this far, go as far as you can. Every step
up or inland can make a difference.
• When an earthquake strikes, DROP, COVER, and HOLD ON.
• Ground shaking is your most important warning that a tsunami may be
on its way. The longer the shaking lasts, the more likely a tsunami will
follow. Surges could arrive in minutes to tens of minutes.
• Tsunamis are tricky! The first surge won’t be the biggest and just when
you think the danger is over, another big wave may arrive. The danger
period may last for 12 hours or longer. Stay away from the coast until
officials say it is safe to return.

Enjoy the coast – and gain peace of mind knowing
that you have done everything you can to
keep your family safe.

